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Previous to 1914, there were in all less than a half-
dozen accidents reported in TNT plants. Within
the last year there have been not less than twenty
explosions and accidents in the United States alone.
It is true that not all of these have been due to the
detonation of TNT, but probably every one has been
due to carelessness on some employee's part. With con-
ditions as existed previous to the war, the manufacture
of TNT could be carried out with as great care as was
thought necessary, but with the total rearrangement
of conditions as they exist to-day, there is no doubt
but that in many cases certain details which, although
minor in nature, are really important, are not given the
attention they require.
The pre-war accidents in which TNT was concerned
were due in some cases, at least, to the action of some
substance other than the TNT. For instance: In
1909 an explosion occurred in the crystallizing room of a
TNT plant at Schoenbeck, Germany, in a long rotating
drum which was used for drying TNT crystals. In this
particular plant centrifuges were used to separate the
crystals from the alcohol used for the recrystallization.
It is thought that a hot bearing may have ignited the
alcohol vapors in the room, thus causing the explosion.
Experts differ on the subject. Some believe that the
explosion was due only to a mixture of air and alcohol
vapor, while others think that TNT dust was added to
the explosive mixture. In either case, the TNT did
not explode, since it was found that after the fire,
following the explosion, was extinguished, there re-
mained some unburned TNT in the drum. Further-
more, a wood sieve containing several hundred pounds
of TNT was burned, but the TNT did not explode.